MATH 030C (BEGINNING ALGEBRA) 

INSTRUCTOR:  Bonnie Blumberg         
OFFICE:  S729        OFFICE PHONE:  (713) 221-8408    WEBSITE:  http://cms.uhd.edu/Faculty/NadlerB    
OFFICE HOURS:  In S729Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 8:00– 8:30 a.m                          EMAIL:  nadlerb@uhd.edu
                                 And in N925: Mondays 1 – 4, Tuesdays 11 – 1, Wednesdays 1:00 - 2:00, and by appointment  

WHY YOU ARE IN THIS COURSE:  Like many students at UHD, your placement test results indicate that your arithmetic and algebra skills are not sufficiently developed for you to pass one of the core college level mathematics courses required of all students at UHD (these core courses are MATH 1301 or MATH 1310). MATH 030C is a 5 hour developmental course (Math 030C and Math 120C are combined) intended to strengthen and build your mathematical skills up to the college level. Upon completion of this course, you will also need to complete or test out of MATH 1300 before enrolling in a college level math course.
TEXTBOOK: Beginning and Intermediate Algebra, Fifth Edition, by Elayn Martin-Gay, Pearson Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ, 07458 (UHD Custom Edition).  OPTIONAL:  Math Study Skills, by Alan Bass, Pearson Education, Inc., 75 Arlington Street, Suite 300, Boston, MA  02116

COURSE RESOURCES:  The first place to seek assistance and resources is from your instructor, both inside and outside of class. Your instructor will provide the times and locations where he or she is available for office hours to work with you outside of class. Next, students enrolled in MATH 0300 at UHD have access to the Center for Math & Statistics (formerly called the Math Lab) in the Academic Support Center (925-N) where they may obtain additional tutoring with understanding concepts or improving their skills. The Center is staffed with mathematics faculty and student assistants, and offers tutorial help, videotapes, calculators, and computer access on a walk-in basis. The Center maintains extensive hours which are published each semester. You are encouraged to visit the Center throughout the semester whenever you feel you have time to work there, no appointment required. It is also an excellent place to study the textbook and work on homework problems, so that you can receive immediate answers to your questions as necessary. The accompanying online homework component, MyMathLab, at http://www.coursecompass.com provides numerous help resources such as chapter pretests, exercise examples, and self-quizzes. The multimedia online library contains section lecture videos, animation examples, PowerPoint slides, test prep videos corresponding to each textbook chapter test, and a multimedia textbook. The CD that comes with text, The Test Prep Video, also contains step-by-step video instruction for each question corresponding to the chapter tests in the textbook. A copy of this CD is available in the Center for Math & Statistics (in N925) for use in the lab. The Martin-Gay’s Interactive DVD/CD Lecture Series is also available for purchase at http://www.mypearsonstore.com .  You can download the Final Exam Review from the QEP website: http://cms.uhd.edu/qep/algebra  and bring it with you to the Final Exam Review on one of the Reading days (details TBA).
GOALS/OBJECTIVES:  At the completion of this course, a student should be able to:  (1) Identify different types of real numbers, including natural numbers, whole numbers integers, rationals, and irrationals; (2) Identify, plot, and order numbers on the real number line and determine the absolute value of a real number and interpret its geometric meaning; (3) Define and use exponents and correctly execute the order of operations to simplify real-valued expressions; (4)  Identify and utilize the basic properties of real numbers and perform the operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division with real numbers; (5) Solve equations containing integers, fractions, and decimals; (6) Solve equations in one variable utilizing the properties of equality and determine whether a number is a solution to an equation; (7) Recognize identities and equations with no solution; (8) Solve problems involving simplifying, adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions, and word problems involving direct translation, relationships among unknown quantities, and consecutive integers; (9) Use formulas to solve problems and solve literal equations; (10) Solve percent, percent increase, and percent decrease equations; (11) Solve linear inequalities, state the solution using interval notation, and graph the solution on the real number line; (12) Recognize and interpret the important features of bar and line graphs; (13) Graph ordered pairs and linear equations on a rectangular coordinate system by hand; (14) Recognize the equation of a straight line, identify the intercept(s) of a line, and compute the slope of a line; (15) Solve a system of equations graphically and by the substitution and addition methods; (16) Identify and utilize rules and properties of integer exponents; (17) Identify like terms and simplify algebraic expressions by combining like terms, multiplying with the distributive law, and combining like powers for integer exponents; (18) Define and perform basic operations with polynomials; (19) Convert numbers between standard notation and scientific notation.

DEVELOPMENTAL EDUCATION POLICIES:

A) Develop a positive mathematical attitude and success/study skills such as effective use of mathematical textbooks, test preparation and taking strategies, and time management.

B) Acquire the ability to read, write, listen to, and speak mathematics in order to effectively translate mathematical sentences, phrases, and relationships between two quantities into mathematical statements and algebraic expressions.

C) Engage in substantial mathematical problem solving, reason appropriately from linear models to draw conclusions, and judge the reasonableness of results.

D) Utilize multiple-approaches such as numerical, graphical, symbolic, and verbal reasoning to solve mathematical problems.

E) Prepare students for Intermediate Algebra and   develop the view that mathematics is an evolving discipline, interrelated with human culture, and understand its connections to other disciplines.

DEPARTMENT GRADING POLICY:  The final exam for this course is comprehensive and counts 1/3 of your course average. Your instructor will provide complete information as to how your course average will be computed. Your final course average will be used assign your final course grade according to the formula shown here. 

Note:  Since MATH 0300 is considered a pre-college course, this grade will appear on your transcript but will not be calculated into your GPA.
	90-100
	“A”

	80-89
	“B”

	70-79
	“C”

	0-69
	“IP” [not a passing grade]

	The following cases are exceptions:

1. If your final exam score is less than 50, you will receive an “F” or “IP” for the course regardless of your average.

2. If you violate the MATH 0300 Attendance Policy (see item below), you will receive an “F” for the course regardless of your average.

3. If you are attending class but are not making a genuine effort to pass (as evidenced by not handing in assignments, not participating in class, not seeking help outside of class, etc.), you will receive an “F” for the course regardless of your average.

4. You may only request a W for this course if you (a) withdraw from the university, or (b) if you have a compelling reason.


METHOD OF EVALUATION:   There are 600 points in our class, including 100 from  quizzes and MyMathLab homework, 

300 from tests and 200 from the final exam.  Your course grade is determined by how many points you can accumulate.
· Three (3) of four major in-class exams at 100 points each will be counted
· Another exam grade:  Online homework assignments (MyMathLab) and online quizzes will be averaged together for a grade counting 100 points.  All online homework is due the day of the test.

· The final exam grade is worth 200 points (1/3 of your semester grade).  The comprehensive final exam contains all multiple choice questions to be taken on a scantron.  If the final exam score is less than 50, regardless of the course average, a grade of “F” will be given.

The grading scale is: 540 points and above A, 480-539 points B, 420-479 points C, and 419 points or below IP (In Progress) or F.                   
These grades will appear on student transcripts, but will not be calculated into the GPA.  Students not taking the final exam will receive an “F” for the semester.  Students violating the Math 0300 Attendance Policy will receive an “F” for the course, regardless of their average.  Students attending class but not making a genuine effort to pass (as evidenced by not turning in assignments on time, not participating in class, not seeking help outside of class, etc.) will receive an “F” for the course, regardless of their average.  

EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES: 5 points will be added to each test score on the day of the test if the online homework average is 90 or better. An additional 5 points will be added to each test score if the online quiz average for that section is 90 or better.
DROPPING THE COURSE:  Please note that the last day to withdraw from a course with a grade of “W” is March 28th  (6:00 pm).  If you do not complete the course requirements and do not officially withdraw, you will receive a grade of “F”.  You cannot receive the grade of “I” – Incomplete unless you have a documented personal emergency that prevents you from completing the last fraction of the course.  You must have a passing average on the work you have already completed to receive an “I”. 

EXCESS COURSE ATTEMPTS:  In accordance with state law, effective Fall 2004 the University of Houston-Downtown is charging an additional fee for each credit hour for enrollment in a developmental course after 18 hours of developmental work has already been attempted. Once 18 attempted hours of developmental course work has been accumulated, registration in a developmental course will result in the additional charge. An attempt is defined as an enrollment that results in a letter grade (including “S”, “U”, “IP”, and “W”). A developmental course is defined as MATH 0300, MATH 1300, ENG 1300, ENG 130A, and RDG 1300.
STATEMENT ON REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS: UHD adheres to all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. Students with disabilities should be notified to register with Disabled Student Services (in S409) and contact the instructor in a timely manner to arrange for appropriate accommodations. Whenever possible, and in accordance with 504/ADA guidelines, UHD will attempt to provide reasonable academic adjustments/auxiliary aids to students who request and require them. Students may call 713-226-5227 for more assistance.
CALCULATOR USE:  Calculators will be used in class occasionally, but the use of calculators on tests and the final exam is not allowed.

TENTATIVE EXAM SCHEDULE:   
· Exam 1:  Wednesday, February6
· Exam 2:  Wednesday, March 6
· Exam 3:  Wednesday, April 3
· Exam 4:   Monday, April 29
MAKE-UP POLICY:  Any missed grades are recorded as zeroes, so attendance counts (See Attendance Policy, a separate handout)!  If you miss a test due to an emergency, you must notify me promptly in writing with documented evidence.  In such case, the final exam will be counted for the missing test.
USING MyMathLab (REQUIRED HOMEWORK): To supplement what is done in class, you are required to use an online resource called MyMathLab. In order to use MyMathLab, you must purchase a Student Access Code from the UHD Bookstore (bundled with the text or separately) or purchase it online at www.coursecompass.com  If you purchased a MyMathLab code for MATH 1301 last semester (i.e. you are repeating the class), you DO NOT need to purchase a new code this semester. Your account will still be active, but you will need to enroll in a new section. You can use MyMathLab on any computer that has Internet access. If you do not have a computer at home with Internet access, you can log into MyMathLab from a UHD computer, print out the MyMathLab assignment, work through the exercises on paper, and then enter the answers in MyMathLab when you are next on campus. To register with MyMathLab, you will also need a valid email address - use one that you regularly check. You must register with MyMathLab at  www.coursecompass.com  only the first time that you use it. (1) The course ID number will be given to you. (2) The zip code for UHD is 77002. (3) You will then create a Login Name and Password which you will use to log in whenever you use MyMathLab at  www.coursecompass.com  Make sure to record your exact login name and password for future logins. Note: The computers in the Center for Math & Statistics (N-925), the Academic Computing Labs (S-800, C-300, B-200), the CMS Lab (S-738), and the SI Lab (S-405) can be used to access MyMathLab. Some of the features you can access are:

· Complete and submit homework assignments and quizzes online (All MML assignments & quizzes are due on test days)

· All Homework and Quizzes can be done over again until the grade is 90 or better

· You can check your MyMathLab homework grades and other course grades in the Gradebook 

· You can check your semester grade at any time in the Gradebook feature

· View a complete online version of the textbook and look at multimedia sources such as online video clips that accompany 
     the textbook, and much more.

· There are several icons to the right of every homework question to provide help.
SUGGESTED TEXTBOOK PRACTICE PROBLEMS:  There is a list of practice problems from the textbook included in this syllabus. You may also find a link to this list on my webpage, in MyMathLab, and on Blackboard Learn.   These are optional, but provide extra practice to help you learn the concepts.  The more you practice, the better you will know and remember the concepts for the quizzes and tests. 


HONESTY CODE:  Please remember that as a member of the UHD academic community you are bound to observe the academic honesty code in all your school work.  A grade of “0” will be given for any course work where cheating is detected.
SUPPLIES NEEDED: 
· My Math Lab (listed above)
· A 3-ring binder to keep all notes, homework, quizzes, and exams.

· The textbook (listed above) or the e-book in My Math Lab
· Graph Paper
MATH 0300/1300 ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Attendance will be taken on a daily basis, beginning in the third week of fall and spring semesters, on the fourth day of summer sessions, or on the second day of January or May terms. If a student misses the equivalent of more than six hours of class, the instructor will notify the CMS department office that the student is in violation of the Attendance Policy. Students who violate the Attendance Policy are not eligible to receive the grade “IP.” That is, if the student does not pass the course with a “C” or better, the student will receive an “F” for the course regardless of his or her course average.  Students who are attending class regularly, but still not passing the course, are strongly encouraged to continue attending class and to participate in all activities (including quizzes/tests/final exam), as this will assist in preparing the student for the next semester. If the student makes this effort, a grade of “IP” will be assigned.  A student who does not attempt the final exam will receive a grade of “F” for the course.

BEGINNING ALGEBRA SUCCESS TIPS:
· Be on time and attend every class session.
· Do all assigned online homework problems and textbook problems for each section!!
· Try not to fall behind.  In fact, try to stay ahead!
· Ask questions in class whenever you feel yourself starting to get lost!
· Check your  grades in the online grade book so that you can be aware of your average throughout the semester.
· Read the textbook (often more than one time) after I have introduced the lesson and before you start your homework – IT IS VERY HELPFUL!  Work through the examples and compare your solutions with the book.
· Get in the habit of first writing the entire problem, and then clearly and legibly write each step in solving the problem and clearly write out the solution.  Writing helps catch faulty thinking!
· Sit in the front of the class to avoid distraction.
· Use the Center for Math & Statistics (N-925) and the SI Lab(S-405) for tutoring with all homework.
· Watch the video for each section by going to the “multimedia” section of the My Math Lab
· Become part of a small group (3-4) that meets to do homework together in N925 and study for exams.
· Obtain the phone number or email address of a classmate in case of absence to keep up with any assigned work or due dates.
· Study for all tests – try preparing study sheets and reviewing with classmates.  
· Attend the Final Exam Review (usually on a Reading Day - to be announced later) and bring with you a hard copy of the review with as many problems worked as possible.
· Use my office hours for homework questions or academic questions as they arise.
· Do not get up during class or leave early unless you inform the instructor ahead of time.  Plan ahead - use the restroom, get water, etc. before class begins or wait until it is over. 
VISIT THE UHD ALGEBRA STUDENT WEB PAGE FOR MORE INFORMATION:

http://cms.dt.uh.edu/qep/algebra
